Cross-sectional and contrast echocardiography in the diagnosis of interatrial communications through the coronary sinus.
An interatrial communication through the mouth of the coronary sinus is a rare cardiac anomaly. It is usually associated with a left superior caval vein draining into the coronary sinus and is frequently part of a complex congenital malformation of the heart. Failure to recognize this defect before surgical repair of the primary cardiac lesion may lead to persistent interatrial shunting, which may in turn cause postoperative cyanosis. This report describes two cases of interatrial communication through the coronary sinus diagnosed prospectively by echocardiography. It demonstrates the important role of contrast echocardiography in the evaluation of patients suspected of having this malformation.